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WOW!!!! Welcome fall, welcome families and
friends! This is my favorite time of the year for
so many reasons. At the top of that list is the
spectacular natural beauty of the changing of
the season and the cool, crisp air. Fall to me
means getting cozy and really utilizing my time
with my family since we are all back in school
and away from each other for longer periods.
One very special way to nurture this bond is
through reading to our children. When we
grab a book and snuggle up to our children we
are saying so much… First, I love you, and our
time together is so important to me, and
second, reading is a valuable way to spend our
time. Reading teaches about compassion, life
challenges, adventure, diversity, and just plain
fun!!!

This past month has been amazing
getting reacquainted with old friends and
meeting our new families. My classes are full
and bursting with energy and joy. This is going

A Letter From the Director

In The Tall Pines Kitchen

Tall Pines kiddos love to be little chefs and are
the best helpers! Wednesdays and Thursdays
are cooking days beginning in October! They
enjoy chopping, smashing, mixing, pouring
scooping, measuring and even cracking eggs J
The best part is they love to try what they make!

October 3-4 Apple sauce
October 10-11 Pumpkin bread
October 17-18 Pumpkin patch field trips 
October 24-25 Jack-O-lantern Quesadillas
October 31 Halloween Party

to be a wonderful year and I am so excited to get to
know your kiddos. I want to thank both of my
incredible class reps, Tracie VanBemmel and
Andrea Bradley who have done a great job
introducing our families to the ins and outs of coop
hood J your children are precious and I am truly
blessed to share this time with them as they explore
the world of preschool. Cheers to a year full of
laughter, fun, and getting messy. --Teacher Kelsey

Benefits of Playing with Play Dough
*Helps to strengthen little fingers, hands and wrists 
(important pre-writing skill)
*Helps to gain control over hand and arm 
movements which improves coordination
*It helps children practice sharing, cooperation and 
can be seen when children use play dough 
*Discussing what they are making helps to build 
communications skills and develops imagination



School Calendar 2018
October
1 Monthly Tuition Due
5 Movie Night & Chili Cook-Off
8 Board Meeting, 6:30pm, Tall Pines
17, 18, 19 Pumpkin Patch Fieldtrips to Bierwagen’s
19 Date Night, 5:00-8:00pm
26, 30, 31 Halloween Celebrations

November
1 Monthly Tuition Due
5 Board Meeting, 6:30pm, Tall Pines
5, 6 Leaf Walk at Pioneer Park in Nevada City
12 No School – Veteran’s Day
15 General Meeting, 6:30pm, Tall Pines
21, 22, 23 No School – Thanksgiving Holiday

December
1 Monthly Tuition Due
12, 13 “A Tall Pines Christmas” Performances, 6:00pm
15 Date Day, 10:00am – 1:00pm
19, 20, 21 Christmas Celebrations
24 Start of Winter Break, Return to School January 7

THIS FRIDAY: DINNER & A MOVIE NIGHT!!!
Friday, October 5th, Dinner @ 5:30pm, Movie @ 6:30pm
Chili cook off and movie night at Tall Pines! Participate in the chili cook-off for a chance to get 
your name on the coveted Tall Pines Trophy. Please bring your chili in a crock pot to Tall Pines 
Friday at 5:30. Tasting is free, dinners available for purchase with toppings and cornbread (Mac 
n cheese available too). Also available for purchase will be beverages, popcorn, and corn chips. 
We will be watching The Incredibles and encourage kids to wear their superhero costumes! 
Seating is on the grass and evenings can get chilly, so bring blankets or chairs to sit on.

Visit Tall Pines Online � Like Us on Facebook � Use Amazon Smile



From The 
President

Hello Tall Pines Families. We had a great first month of school. I love seeing all the 
returning families and meeting all the new families at school. We are heading into my favorite 
season...Fall. My family and I just love this time of year! We enjoy; cozy nights by the fire, going to 
the pumpkin patch, fall baking, and enjoying the changing colors of the leaves. I wanted to share 
one of my favorite fall recipes with you all. It’s Jack’s favorite!

Pumpkin Bread Recipe:

Ingredients:
• 3 cups all purpose flour
• 2 tsps. Baking soda
• 2 1/2 tsps. Ground cinnamon
• 1 tsps. Ground nutmeg
• 1 tsps. Ground cloves
• 1 tsps. Ground all spice
• 1 tsps. Salt
• 1/2 tsps baking powder
• 3 cups of sugar
• 4 large eggs
• 1/2 unsweetened applesauce
• 2 cups of pure pumpkin purée
• 2/3 cups of water

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease and flour two 9x5 in loaf pans
2. In a medium bowl, whisk together the flour, baking soda, spices, baking powder and salt.
3. In a large bowl, whisk together the sugar, eggs and applesauce.
4. Stir dry ingredients into the wet mixture. Add the pumpkin and water and stir until combined.
5. Divide the batter into the two loaf pans. Bake for 1 hour, or until a toothpick inserted comes out 
clean.

I hope you enjoy this as much as we do. Yum!!

Ashley Sinclair



From The Teachers

Easy Fire Tips
We may have celebrated our last days of summer but 
that doesn't mean the fire season is gone! Here are 
some helpful and frequently asked questions and 
answers. Just remember, it’s never too early to have a 
conversation with your child(ren) about fires.

For the Kiddos:
• When you call 911, Do you know your home 

address?
• After you call 911, What do you do? Get low and get 

out of the house. Once you are out.... Do you have a 
meeting place? (Mail boxes, a neighbor’s house, a 
certain tree, etc.)

• What do you do if your clothes were to catch on fire? 
Stop Drop and Roll!

• What do you do if you find a lighter or matches? You 
leave it and tell an adult.

Fires can happen at any time and any where, so please 
always makes sure to be fire safe and fire ready! 

In case of an emergency always call 911!

Fire Safety From Teacher Courtney

We Do Halloween Cute

At Tall Pines, we celebrate Halloween with a costume parade down Treat Street in the 
fairgrounds. The children walk with their teacher in parade and then go from parent to parent, 
along Treat Street, practicing their “trick-or-treat” phrases and “thank you”. Children are given a non-
candy treat to place in their uniquely decorated bag that they will carry back to school and then take 
home. We encourage you to bring your child’s costume, even if they choose not to wear it in the 
morning.  Sometimes, they change their minds when they see other children dressed up. . Please no 
scary costumes or weapons. Friday is a special day for everyone at school. The older side children 
will use our school dress-ups to prepare for passing out the treats to the toddlers. We will have 
each parent bring in a non-candy item for each child in their class. A box of stickers, crayons, small 
animals, little books, small playdough, box of raisins, goldfish packets, etc. Be sure and see your 
class sign-up for the number of items to bring and to sign-up for your class party. Remember that 
for preschool age children, without older siblings, our Halloween celebration is plenty for them to 
enjoy, have fun, and be safe. 

Happy Halloween!

Teachers Kelsey, Michelle, and Courtney



From The Office

Happy Fall Tall Pines Families! It’s hard to believe that we are already into October!  Before you know it, 
the kids will be bringing in leaves to share and reciting the story of “Big Pumpkin,” which I must admit is 
one of my all-time favorites J Now that we are all settled into our school routine, I have just a few 
reminders from the business office…..

Tuition is now due by the 10th of each month, and payments can be placed in the black box at my 
desk.  Please remember to put your child’s name and class on all payments.  

Thank you to everyone for getting your files up to date ~ I know doctor’s appointments and locating 
vaccines are not an easy task!  If, however, you are still missing forms, we need them turned in ASAP.  
Now that we are into our second month of school, you will NOT be allowed to work in the classroom if 
you are still missing medical forms, including your proof of immunization to Pertussis and Measles.  All 
of these forms are required by State Licensing, and we do not want to risk incurring a violation and/or 
fine for having incomplete files. Please come see me if you have any questions.

One last note on immunizations. Should you, as a working parent, receive the flu vaccine, please bring 
in proof of immunization. If you prefer not to receive the vaccine, please sign the decline letter located 
next to the sign-in sheet. The deadline for receiving the flu vaccine, or signing the decline letter, is 
December 1st. 

If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to ask!

Thank you,
Nicole~

Reminders From Nicole

Tall Pines is registered with 
smile.amazon.com

to help with fundraising. When 
buying at Amazon, use our smile 

link and a half percent of your total 
purchase will go to the school. The 
prices are the same if you use it or 
not, so it’s an easy way to help out.



In The Classroom
Twain: "Billie, why do you love me?"
Billie: "Because. I just do."



In The Classroom
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We must make time each day to do these things… 
PLAY becomes the CEMENT that holds the elements of the foundation in 

place… We need TIME for our foundation to SET…then, and only then, can 
we BUILD the house of higher learning 

The house of higher learning is 
supported 

by a foundation of PLAY! 
 House of Higher Learning is 
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